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 Oil & gas forum 
in Counselor 
postponed 

    COUNSELOR – The 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency com-
munity forum on oil and 
gas regulations in the 
Greater Chaco Area at 
the Lybrook Elementa-
ry School in Counselor 
Nov. 9 and 10 has been 
postponed until further 
notice.

Sierra Club spokes-
woman Myra King stated 
in a news release that the 
community event, which 
was organized in partner-
ship with local community 
leaders in the Tri-Chapters 
of Counselor, Ojo Encino, 
and Torreon/Star Lake, 
has been postponed until 
further notice.

The forum was to help 
communities in the Greater 
Chaco region understand 
the roles and responsibil-
ities of federal, state, and 
tribal agencies in regulat-
ing oil and gas develop-
ment.

Information: Samuel 
Sage, Counselor Chap-
ter community services 

coordinator, 505-360-2090 
and samuelsage@hotmail.
com; or Diné CARE Board 

member Mario Atencio, 
505-321-9974 and mpaten-

cio@gmail.com

— Marley Shebala, Diné Bureau 

  Democrats 
gain Arizona 
Legislature seats 
but still minority 

    PHOENIX — Republi-
cans who maintained con-
trol of the Arizona House 
and Senate have picked 
new leaders for the coming 
legislative session.

Democrats picked 
up legislative seats in 
Tuesday’s election but 
will remain the minority 
party for the coming two 
years.

Democrats picked up 
two House seats and were 
on track to secure three 
more as additional votes 
are counted. If they win 
all three, they’ll have 29 
of 60 seats in the state 
House. Senate Repub-
licans appear on track 
to maintain their 17-13 
advantage in the upper 
chamber if new votes 
don’t alter the outcome.

Republican senators 
elected Sen. Karen Fann 
of Prescott Wednesday as 
the new Senate president, 
while Rep. Rusty Bowers 
of Mesa will be House 
speaker. The powerful 
posts control the  ow of 
legislation and appoint 
committee chairmen.

— Associated Press 

  School board 
considers disclosure 
question 
for applicants 

    SANTA FE — Santa Fe 
Public Schools officials are 
considering a policy that 
would ask applicants of 
vacant board seats if there 
are any incidents in their 
past that would cause the 
district embarrassment.

The Santa Fe New 
Mexican reports the district 
board approved the  rst 
reading Tuesday after 
board vice president Mau-
reen Cashmon introduced 
the resolution that would 
give of  cials the right to 
ask the question.

The measure comes 
after of  cials learned that 
board member Rudy Garcia 
has an arrest record that he 
did not disclose when he 
applied for the seat.

Garcia had pleaded 
guilty years ago to DWI 
charges and served 16 days 
in jail.

Garcia and board 
member Lorraine Price 
voted against the measure, 
arguing that many people 
have episodes in their past 
that do not necessarily 
disqualify them.

— Associated Press 

 A.M.
7:21  Burglary, 3700 Churchrock
8:02  Accident, 849 Lewann
9:19  Att. suicide, 107 E. Hill
9:35  Agg. assault, 110 W. Aztec
9:57  Burglary, 1720 E. Aztec
10:06  Domestic, 990 U.S. 491

P.M.
2:04  Domestic, 1710 S. 2nd
2:28  Assault, 2205 Boyd
3:05  Domestic, 1800 I-40 W.
3:15  Burglary, 700 U.S. 491
3:36  Accident, 1870 E. 66
3:37  Burglary, 3321 Ciniza
4:07  Domestic, 801 U.S. 491
4:11  Accident, 980 U.S. 491
4:18  Domestic, 304 E. Hill
4:38  Larceny, 1650 Maloney
4:51  Accident, 503 U.S. 491
5:07  Accident, 1300 Maloney
5:34  Weapon, 516 U.S. 491
5:41  Accident, 1710 S. 2nd
8:55  Accident, N.M. 564/College
11:47  Prop. damage, 1210 E. 66

On Nov. 6, there was a total 
of 59 Drunken Persons reports 

and 66 Other reports. 

Police
call log

 Nov. 6 

 By Marley Shebala
Diné Bureau
navajo1@gallupindependent.com 

    PHOENIX – The Phoenix 
Indian Center announced the 
recipients of its 2018 Arizona 
American Indian Excellence 
in Leadership Awards.

Patricia Hibbeler, Phoenix 
Indian Center’s chief exec-
utive of  cer, said in a news 
release that the Leadership 
Awards have recognized 
individuals, companies, and 
organizations for their excel-
lence in work, innovation in 
approach, and impact in the 
American Indian community 
for 36 years.

“The honorees represent 
outstanding leadership in Ar-
izona and across the nation,” 
Hibbeler said. “Each of these 
individuals are exemplary ad-
vocates who are dedicated to 
the advancement and wellness 

of Indian country through 
their unique expertise. It is 
my honor to congratulate 
and recognize them for their 
contributions.”

Awards & honorees
The 2018 awards and hon-

orees are:
 Kent C. Ware, Life-

time Achievement to Baje 
Whitethorne, Sr, renowned 
Navajo artist.

 Phyllis J Bigpond, Life-
time Achievement to Delia 
Carlyle, Ak-Chin Indian 
Community Tribal Council 
member and former chair-
woman.

 Man of the Year to Gabri-
el Ayala, a classical guitarist 
from the Yaqui Tribe.

 Woman of the Year to 
Dawn Melvin, a Navajo and 
Hopi, who is the Arizona Of-
 ce of Tourism tribal tourism 

relations manager.
 Business of the Year to 

KUYI Hopi Radio.
 Volunteer of the Year 

to Phoenix Indian Medical 
Center Auxiliary.

 Friend of the Community 
to Barbara Crowell Roy, pres-
ident of Eve’s Fund for Native 
American Health Initiatives.

 Female College Student 
of the Year to Jennifer Jones, 
a Navajo citizen, who is an 
Arizona State University 
senior.

 Male College Student 
of the Year to Lyndon Guy, 
a White Mountain Apache 
citizen, who is a University of 
Arizona junior.

 Male High School 
Student of the Year to Adam 
Cardona, Jr., a Gila River 
Akimel O’odtham citizen, 
who is a Cesar Chavez High 
School senior.

 Female High School 
Student of the Year to Jowun 
Ben, a Navajo citizen, who 
is a Camelback High School 
senior.

 KJ Bowen Scholarship 
Award to Netawn Marsoobi-
an, a Navajo citizen, who is a 
Chandler High School senior.

The Arizona American In-
dian Excellence in Leadership 
Awards dinner will be held at 
the Hilton Scottsdale Resort 
& Villas, Scottsdale, Arizona, 
beginning at 6 p.m. Nov. 14.

Hibbeler said the Phoenix 
Indian Center, which was 
founded in 1947, is widely 
recognized as a leader in the 
American Indian community 
and is the oldest American 
Indian non-pro  t organization 
in the United States.

She said the center 
provides direct services to 
more than 7,000 individuals 
annually, and related outreach 
services to more than 20,000 
individuals.

The services offered by 
the Phoenix Indian Center 
include job readiness, cultural 
enrichment, youth services, 
and prevention programs.

For information regarding 
Leadership Awards tickets 

and sponsorships, please visit 
www.phxindcenter.org. And 

for information about the 
Phoenix Indian Center, please 
go to www.phxindcenter.org  

 5 Navajo among 2018 Phoenix Indian 
Center Leadership award honorees 

 By Vida Volkert
Staff writer 
eastnavajo@gallupindependent.com 

    CHINLE, Ariz. — The 
two large packs of stray dogs 
that used to roam Chinle 
neighborhoods are no longer 
around. Locals see the occa-
sional stray dog in the Ba-
sha’s parking lot wagging its 
tale and giving that sad look 
that makes shoppers want to 
throw a piece of meat or a 
sandwich leftover at them.

The reduction in the num-
ber of stray dog sightings is 
an improvement in this Na-
vajo community, where years 
ago the stray dog problem 
was so bad Cindy Yurth, a lo-
cal reporter, and her husband 
Eric Swanson, a teacher at 
the local school, were afraid 
to let special needs students 
walk around anywhere where 
they may be exposed to a dog 
attack.

“We used to be afraid of 
the dogs. Now you can only 
see the Basha’s dogs. It has 
really improved here and in 
the Shiprock area and I think 
that is because there’s peo-
ple doing rescue all over the 

Rez,” said Yurth, who is also 
the president of Blackhat Hu-
mane Society. “Everybody 
has stepped in. And the proof 
that things are improving 
is, we now have cats in fos-
ter. You could not have a cat 
in Chinle because the dogs 
would eat them.”

Yurth credited the var-
ious groups that continue 
to pick up, foster, spay and 
neuter and transport stray 
and unwanted dogs and cats 
out of the reservation. The 
groups include McKinley 
County Humane Society, the 
non-pro  t RezDawg Rescue, 
the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to An-
imals, and of course, Black-
hat, whose small operation 
includes a well established 
and strong network of vol-
unteers across the Navajo 
Nation.

Blackhat depends strictly 
on donations, fundraiser and 
the work of volunteers, and 
every year, the non-pro  t or-
ganization puts out a calen-
dar that features 12 rescues 
and their success stories. The 
2019 Blackhat calendar was 
designed by volunteer Tiffa-
ny Bah Charlie, of Window 
Rock, Arizona, who works 
for the Navajo Nation Human 

Rights Commission.
The 2019 calendar also 

includes a dedication to the 
late Chris Cape, a Blackhat 
volunteer who died in a car 
accident earlier this year on 
her way back from a dog 
transport to Durango, Colo-
rado. Cape had spent the day 
trying to adopt out two dogs 
to families in Durango. She 
was successful in  nding a 
home for one of the dogs and 

was on her way back with the 
other dog that night when she 
got into a car accident that 
claimed her life. The dog she 
was returning survived the 
crash.

Yurth re  ected on the 
challenges of rescuing dogs 
and cats on the Navajo Na-
tion, where only about seven 
or eight years ago, Navajo 
Nation Animal Control au-
thorities estimated the num-

ber of stray or unwanted dogs 
between 250,000-300,000. 
For some of the volunteers, 
it is a full-time job, as it was 
for Cape, and they commit 
to it out of compassion and 
a desire to make a difference 
in their communities – and in 
the lives of these animals.

Information: To order a 
calendar visit their website 
at www.blackhathumaneso-

ciety.org/. 

 Courtesy Blackhat Humane Society

2019 c alendar aids animal rights groups 
in reducing number of stray dogs on rez 


