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EDUCATION BRIEFS

St. Michael Indian School’s top
3 grads awarded scholarships

ST.MICHAELS, AZ. — The top three
graduates of Saint Michael Indian
School were honored with the school’s
legacy awards during the 71st com-
mencement on June 5.

The annual awards, which include
a college scholarship, were given to
Grace Belgarde, Chiara Holgate and
Kayden Williams.

The awards were made possible
through the financial support of Eve’s
Fund for Native American Health
Initiatives.

The class of 2021 valedictorian,
Grace Belgarde, received the Saint
Katharine Drexel Award, a $1,000
scholarship given to a student who
honors a commitment to personal
dignity and respect for the rights of
others. by

Belgarde attend the University of COURTESY PHOTO | ST. MICHAEL INDIAN SCHOOL
Denver where she will study psycholo-  Left to right, co-salutatorian Kayden Wil-
gy and continue to pursue her interest  liams, valedictorian Grace Belgarde and
in the rescue and fostering of stray co-salutatorian Chiara Holgate.
animals.

Chiara Holgate, co-salutatorian,
received the Sister Katharine Barrett
Award, a $500 scholarship recognizing
a student for their service and loyalty
to the school community.

Chiara will attend Northern Arizona
University to study health sciences,
with a focus in fitness and wellness,
and she aspires to a career in sports
medicine.

Co-salutatorian Kayden Williams re-
ceived the Sister Mary Honora Award,

a $500 scholarship that honors a stu-
dent who is reverent of the traditions
and culture of the Navajo and other
peoples within the school community.

Kayden will study biomedical engi-
neering at Northern Arizona Universi-
ty, where she will pursue her interest
in prostheses and artificial implants
and organs.

“Saint Michael Indian School is
grateful to Eve’s Fund for Native
American Health Initiatives for its
generous support of these scholarship
awards,” said Dot Teso, the school’s
president.

Barbara Crowell Roy, Eve’s Fund
president, said, “We join the Saint
Michael Indian School community in
wishing Kayden, Grace and Chiara,
and all the 2021 graduates, continued
success.” She added, “We look for-
ward to sponsoring these scholarship
awards for many years to come.
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