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and removing barriers to op-
portunity.”

Becenti said the impact
extends beyond individual
students.

“Eve’s Fund’s generosity
strengthens not only individual
scholars, but the mission of Na-
vajo Prep,” she said, referenc-
ing the school’s guiding phrase,
Yideesk????g66 Naat’aanii,
meaning “Leaders Now and
Into the Future.”

Navajo Prep reports that
approximately 90 percent of its
students graduate, and more
than 90 percent go on to attend Aiyana Etcitty
a four-year college or serve in
the military.

Fund’s origins, growth

Eve’s Fund was established
in memory of Eve Erin Crow-
ell, who died in 2005. Her par-
ents, Dr. Robert Crowell and
Barbara Crowell Roy, created
the organization to honor her
legacy and to support students
facing financial barriers to
education.

Roy, now president of Eve’s
Fund, said this year’s ex-
pansion reflects both donor
support and a long-term plan
to stabilize the scholarship
program.

“As we conclude our 20th
year, we are proud to award the
highest number of scholarships
in the program’s history,” Roy
said. “Thanks to our generous Nevaeh Lewis
donors, especially the Andrew
Delaney Foundation, we are
building an endowment to
ensure the Eve’s Fund Scholar-
ship for Navajo Prep students
continues for generations to
come.”

This year’s 20 scholarships
represent the largest single
class supported since the fund
began directing awards to Na-
vajo Prep students.

Career paths shaped by
community needs

Across grade levels, students
described career goals shaped
less by prestige than by gaps
they see firsthand.

Nataya Platero, a senior from
Ramah, New Mexico, who lives
in Nageezi, wrote that she plans
to become a veterinarian after
seeing animals left untreated Traerell Nez
because families cannot afford
care.

“Seeing this problem in my
community, I aim to help people
and animals in the future
through my education,” she
wrote.

Adrianna Martinez Pablo, a
junior from Albuquerque, said
she plans to study biochemi-
cal engineering and return to
apply science and research to
improve health and safety in
Native communities.

“My goal is to one day come
back home and apply what I've
learned to improve health,
safety and opportunities
for future generations,” she
wrote.

Others emphasized educa-
tion as a way to support fam-
ily. Kiara Jim, a junior from
Shiprock, wrote that her edu-
cation could help her secure a Talon Wilson
stable job and support younger
siblings through school.

“My education will help me
be a role model for my commu-
nity by making them proud of
what I’ve accomplished,” she
wrote.

Statewide footprint

This year’s recipients come
from communities in New
Mexico and Arizona, including
small places that rarely appear
on maps or have more than a
single store and gas station.
Collin Naseyowma, a junior
from Rabbitbrush, wrote that
his hometown sits along Route
12 but is largely invisible to
outsiders.

“Though not marked on any
map, this small community is
the place I call home,” he wrote,
“and where I was raised by my Kokoro Yazzie
mother, Kendida Begay and her
family.”

That geographic spread re-
inforces the need for sustained
support rather than one-time
awards.

Roy said the next phase of the
scholarship program will focus
on building an endowment to
maintain consistent support re-
gardless of annual fundraising
fluctuations.

Brooke Martin, a senior from
Mulholland Well, New Mexico,
has received the scholarship for
four years and said the impact
is already clear.

“The Eve’s Fund scholarship
will benefit my family, myself,
and I will be able to give back to
my community,” she wrote. “As
a four-year recipient, I wanted
to express my gratitude because
this scholarship benefits my
future in many ways that I can’t Kiara Jim
express.”
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